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It’s our people and our equipment 
that differentiate Intermountain 
Rigging and Hauling (IRH) from 
others in our industry”, says Mike 
McKnight, president with 36 years 
of tenure at the company. He adds, 

“Our goal is simple: to make your 
life better.”

Mike makes a good point - hire the 
right people and provide them with 
the training to do their jobs well. 

Purchase best in class equipment so that your team is well armed to safely support 
your customers. All of this enters into the equation for a successful business. But what 
Mike doesn’t mention is that  a leader and his or her team that values its employees 
and helps to establish the entity as a ‘great place to work’, where people want to 
stay, even for decades or their entire career, that too enters into the equation. And 
that is just what happens at IRH. 

Today, IRH specializes in all areas of equipment logistics management, including:

 • Rigging and Millwright with Full Heavy Rigging 
 • Asset Recovery
 • Heavy haul
 • Crating and Shrink-wrapping
 • Warehousing and Storage

When Mike joined the company in 1984, just a kid recently out of High School, owner 
Bill Bailey was running the business (called Intermountain Rigging and Transfer or 
IRT) as a small transportation company. “We had 3 to 5 people at the company back 
then, and I loved the idea of this type of business”, Mike says. 

Business grew, and the company expanded beyond transportation, providing more 
and more services for their customers. They also grew their team, hiring good peo-
ple and providing training. “I learned early on that our most valuable asset would 
be our employees and working to make them happy and successful would be key 
to how successful our company would become”, Mike elaborates. It was during the 
early 1990s that the company had expanded its team to 28 employees and 4 full 
time rigging crews. 

The company saw mergers and acquisitions during the 1990s. In 1994, Steven Knight, 
owner of Knight Brothers LLC, purchased IRT and 4 years later, IRT purchased the 
heavy haul assets and employees of Savage Industries. With these acquisitions, Steven 
Knight, who remains owner today, renamed the company Intermountain Rigging & 
Heavy Haul, or IRH as its customers refer to it.

Today, IRH employs a team of 110, with 70% out in the field supporting customers. 
“We are a company today with amazing moving capabilities – we can move, haul, and 
rig items from 1 pound to 1.5 million pounds all across North America”, Mike says. 

He adds, “ We also offer crating and storage capabilities for 
our customers, which means we can support all aspects 
of a customers’ machinery and equipment logistics. That 
can even include custom fabrication and full installation 
services.” Whether it is one machine,  complete manufac-
turing lines or entire fabrication facilities, IRH is uniquely 
positioned to support its customers. 

Mike previously mentioned that employees are one of 
IRH’s most valuable assets. “We have our annual Christ-
mas party, and at the event, we give our employee awards 
for their years of service. Each year, we give out many 
25, 30,  and 35 year awards. And with the acquisition of 
Savage’s heavy haul assets, which traces back to the early 
1900s, last year we gave out a 40 year anniversary award.”

Asset recovery is a term you may not be familiar with if 
you aren’t in the utility industry. When IRH’s customers’ 
electrical equipment has reached the end of its useful life 
or is no longer needed in their ongoing operations, IRH 
Asset Recovery can recover the value of transformers 
of all sizes, breakers, switch gear, oil, raw materials, 
and more. Their crews move, transport, decommission, 
dismantle and dispose of their customers’ equipment 
to maximize your investment recovery and minimize 
environmental risk and operational disruption.

IRH also offers crating, whether it is small boxes to large 
tanks, columns, drives and machinery. Their in-house 
crating crew will build the exact custom enclosure your 
project needs, and they can provide the necessary stamps 
to prepare their customers’ equipment for international 
shipping or even long-term storage.

IRH has 3 locations throughout Utah, and they are 
equipped to offer warehousing and storage capabilities 
for their customers who need temporary holding or 
long-term specialized storage. 

Just listen to a few of IRH’s customers. I am confident 
you will be as impressed as I was when interviewing them. 

“IRH offers the safest, fastest and most skilled machin-
ery moving for our company. We’ve worked with Mike 
McKnight and his team for decades now. They have the 
best equipment in the industry; they always have the 
perfect size forklift regardless of what equipment we are 
asking them to move, and their entire staff is extremely 
professional. 

Intermountain Rigging 
and Heavyhaul

Your Experts In All Aspects of Logistics Management
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We’ve tried other riggers in the past. What we 
have gotten with them is limited equipment 
(usually oversized since they don’t have rigging 
equipment for a variety of sizes), and since their 
machinery is old, we’ll even see oil tracks when 
the job is done. 

With IRH, their teams are skilled, and many are 
employees who we’ve gotten to know over the 
years. I think they’ve cornered the market and 
retained all the best employees in the industry. 
When we buy a new machine from a dealer here 
in Salt Lake City, we always ask that they utilize 
IRH for our installation. Generally, we get IRH, 
but occasionally, the dealer selects another rig-
ging company. IRH is competitively priced and 
just the best in the industry.”
 Clint, COO, Machine Shop in Salt Lake City, 
UT

“I’ve known IRH probably for 15 years or more 
now. They are just outstanding and their pricing is very reasonable. They are additionally ex-
tremely focused on safety, so much so that I have learned better safety procedures from them. 

We have $1 million molding machines, including 64 presses that each weigh several tons, and 
we have complete confidence in the IRH team to support our moves and installations. We also 
entrust them with our Class 8 cleanroom equipment, which takes tools specific to a clean room 
installation. In fact, they have their own set of tools just for our clean rooms. 

I actually count IRH as one of my best vendors, period. They will move mountains for us, and 
they do this consistently. 

Our founder is a major contributor to the Leonardo Museum here in Salt Lake City. In prepa-
ration for their Flight Exhibit, they enlisted IRH to install a full size Boeing 707 as well as a 
C-131, a twin-engine military transport plane used in the mid-1950s. 

The team at IRH is so well trained and professional, and their track record for us is impeccable. 
I don’t believe a poor performer lasts with IRH, if they are ever even hired. From Holly in the 
front office, to John in the warehouse, to Mike, the president of the company, the service is 
just amazing. We’ve had the opportunity to work with several of their rigging teams, and they 
are all outstanding. When I call to leave a message with them on weekends, I can’t believe that 
they answer my call!

We have 5 divisions in various locations, and all the divisions count on IRH for rigging and 
hauling. They’ve even transported our equipment to Tijuana, Mexico, and throughout California. 
They are just the best.”
Jason, Facility Manager, Medical Manufacturer in Salt Lake City, UT

“We use IRH both for rigging and crating. At 
our company, we build composite frames for 
airplanes and helicopters. Our customers ship 
these frames throughout the world, and they 
provide specifications for the crates the end 
products are shipped in, including a stamp 
documenting that the crate has been sprayed 
and heat treated. When we took on this project 
for our customer, we bid it out to a number 
of crating/rigging companies. In the end, we 
selected IRH for so many reasons. 

We also utilize IRH for their rigging capabil-
ities. They move our heavy equipment, and 
when we bring in  new equipment, IRH takes 
care of everything, from bringing the equip-
ment into our facility, leveling and attaching 
it to the floor. 

Not only is their pricing competitive, but their 
customer service is outstanding. IRH has an 
excellent reputation and I rate them A+ as 
a vendor.”
Gary, Supervisor Aircraft Engineering Com-
pany, Salt Lake City, UT

“What separates IRH from others is their invest-
ment of time and money in safety! They provide 
superior training to their team, and they have a 
team with incredible longevity with IRH.
 
With their continuous investment in equipment, 
IRH is able to provide the right equipment for 
every specific situation; one size doesn’t fit all. 
Not only can they crate, rig, and heavy haul our 
machines for our customers, but IRH can do 
the electrical installation, the foundation for 
the machine, and any modifications needed 
for the building. 

IRH supported us not too long ago with 2 
incredibly large installations. One job took 7 
of IRH’s semis and the other took 8 or 9. With 
these jobs, IRH was onsite or available for 1.5 
months on one and 2.5 on the other. 

To sum it up, the entire team at IRH is awe-
some – they do so many things to make our 
life easier and that is why they are our go-to 
team for handling the machinery we sell and 
service!”
Clark, Owner Smith Machinery, Salt Lake 
City, UT

To learn more about how IRH can help you 
with all of your machine and equipment 
logistics, contact them at (801) 972-5581 or 
visit their website at irhusa.com


